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Rights are created, not by the State or any other group, but
by the individual himself as he develops fitness for the right by
pursuit of truth and non-violence. The State and groups only
recognize rights. The more non-violent a State is the greater
will be the scope for individual freedom. According to Gandhiji,
the natural corollary to the use of untruthful and violent means
"would be to remove ail opposition through the suppression or
extermination of the antagonists. That does not make for indi-
vidual freedom. Individual freedom can have the fullest piay
only under a regime of unadulterated ahimsa"m GandhijTs
theory of rights implies that the rights of different individuals
may differ according to their moral capacities, i.e., the level of
non-violence acquired by them.171 Every right has not only the
corresponding duty by performing which the right accrues but
also a remedy for resisting an attack upon the right. That
remedy is non-violent non-co-operation.172

The great advantage of his theory of rights is that it lays
emphasis on social service rather than on the self-regarding
propensities of the individual. As Gandhiji writes, "people who
obtain rights as a result of performance of duty, exercise them
only for the service of society, never for themselves.5'173 His
theory also lays stress on self-help and teaches us to overcome
the adverse circumstances and to blame ourselves and not others
in case we do not possess rights. Further, people who have
realized the importance of duties are not likely to abuse their
rights and exploit others.

Though the non-violent State will be free and equal in
status to other States, satyagrahi nationalism is not exclusive,
aggressive or destructive. On the other hand it is constructive
and humanitarian.174 One reason why it is constructive is that
the means that it employs to fulfil itself is non-violence, the
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